
Sunday, January 15, 2023 
31st Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 6 

  
Troparion: 
The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.  Mary stood by Thy 
grave, seeking Thy most pure Body.  Thou didst capture hell, not being tempted by it.  Thou didst 
come to the Virgin, granting life.  O Lord who didst rise from the dead:  glory to Thee!  
  
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ,  in spite of our honor and devotion we are 
unable to give you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s 
childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God 
was proclaimed to the world. 
  
Inspired by the Spirit, you were the first to dwell in the desert in emulation of Elijah the zealot; as 
one who imitated the angels, you were made known to the world by Saint Anthony the Great.  
Righteous Paul, entreat Christ God to  grant us His great mercy. 
  
Kontakion: 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His 
mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race.  He is the Savior of all, the 
Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 
  
Today we gather and praise you with hymns as an unwaning ray of the spiritual Sun, for you shine 
on those in the darkness of ignorance, leading all mankind to the heights, venerable Paul, 
adornment of Thebes and firm foundation of the fathers and ascetics.     
  
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the 
entreating cry of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in 
faith.  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever 
protect those who honor you! 
  

Prokeimenon in the 6thTone: 
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 
(Vs.)  To Thee, O Lord, will I call.  O my God, be not silent to me. 
  
Epistle: 
The reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Timothy.  (1 Tim. 1:15-17) 
  
My child Timothy, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of sinners;  but I received mercy for this reason, 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience for an example to 
those who were to believe in Him for eternal life.  To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
Alleluia Verses: 
He that dwelleth in the aid of the Most High shall abide under the protection of the God of heaven. 
(Vs.)  He shall say to the Lord:  Thou art my Protector and my Refuge; my God.  In Him will I trust. 
  
Gospel: 
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke.  (Chapter 18:18-27) 



  
At that time a certain man approached Jesus and asked Him, saying, “Good Master, what shall I 
do to gain eternal life?”  But Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good but 
only God.  You know the commandments; ‘Thou shalt not kill.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.  
Thou shalt not steal.  Thou shalt not bear false witness.  Honor thy father and mother.”  And he 
said, “All these I have kept ever since I was a child.”  But when Jesus heard this, He said to him, 
“One thing is still lacking to you; sell everything you own, and give to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  When he heard these things, he was much grieved, 
for he was very rich.  But Jesus, seeing him become sad, said, “With what difficulty will the wealthy 
enter the kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they who heard it said, “Who then can be 
saved?”  He said to them, “Things men cannot do alone, they can do with God’s help.” 
  
  

 


